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SCOTT D. STOTLE
5009 Riverside Drive
Richmond, Virginia 23225
president@bartonstaffalumni.org
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October 1, 2023

To: All Members of the Camp Barton Staff Alumni Association, related Scouting Friends, and Families.
RE: State of The Camp Barton Staff Alumni Association

Dear All:

Having taken the Oath of Office at our last Executive Board Meeting, today marks the beginning of my
two-year term as President of the Camp Barton Staff Alumni Association (the “CBSAA”). This is a position
1am honored to hold, and | promise to do my best to do my duty to serve our organization, Scouting, and
Camp Barton.

The CBSAA, is the brainchild of DJ Jones, who had the foresight and vision to reach out to former Camp
Barton staff members from years past. Many of the people he reached out to, including myself, were
people that he did not personally know, but he had heard stories, had seen pictures, and had seen their
names on staff plaques. As a result of his efforts, afew former staff members, from all across the country,
andspanning generations, began virtual online meetings to discuss the formation of the CBSAA. The initial
intent was to form a fraternal organization to recognize and celebrate both the Camp Barton Staff and
Camp Barton, however, almost immediately, this changed. Camp Barton was going to be shut down and
sold. We switched gears and agreed that we would do everything in our power to stop the sale and/or
somehow be involved in a future for Camp Barton.

Thus, The Camp Barton Staff Alumni Association (the “CBSAA”) was officially chartered by the
Commonwealth of Virginia State Corporation Commission on August 17, 2021, and today is active and in
good standing. The CBSAA is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501 (C) (3) Charitable
Foundation and as such donations to the CBSAA are tax deductible.

What began with a few former Staff Members has grown, in just two short years, to a thriving
organization with over 160 members. We have also posthumously recognized 34 deceased staff alumni
whose families have registered them in memorial. When we learned that a resident camp program would
not be an immediate option at camp the CBSAA explored, received guidance on, and adopted 2 forms of
short term programming from our connections to councils in Florida and Connecticut. We then merged
these ideas into a camping format of our own called “Badges at Barton”, an affordable merit badge and
specialty program which to date has been administered and operated almost entirely by former staff
members and new staff volunteers who unseffishly donate their time talent, and resources to support our
youth. What an outstanding job you all have done! In 2022, 105 Staff Members served 199 Scouts and
73 adult leaders. In 2023, 129 Staff Members (37 new members joining 92 members returning from the
year before) served 276 Scouts with 116 adult leaders. We are confident that 2024 can continue this
trend and surpass these outcomes.

I'would like to thank our previous officers; Alan Dixon, Peter O’Connell, David Ludewig, DJ Jones, and
Board Chairmen; Kevin Gross, Dave Carlson, Mike Brown, Tim Clive, and Jeff Smith. | would like to
welcome our new board members George O'Connell, Michael Catalano, and 2023 Camp Director Marc
salino. Thank you to all those who are serving our various committees and are participating in those
meetings throughout the year, and to the Baden-Powell Council for your collaboration and support of the
CBSAA over the past two years. To those who have served on the Badges at Barton Staff, please know that
all of us on the Executive Board thank each and every one of you for your gracious contributions of time
andtalent as you lead and mentor our youth just as we ourselves were by those who came before us. The
Camp Barton tradition of excellence continues.
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Now to the future. Itis fine and well to pat ourselves on the back and say job well done. It is a job
well done, but the work has just begun. As we all now know, the New York State Department of Parks,
Recreation, and Historical Preservation has purchased Camp Barton, and a local corporation of
municipalities has been tasked to operate and manage the property. While it is uncertain how this will all
piece together, we are confident that Scouting, supported by the collaborative efforts of the Baden-Powell
Council and the CBSAA, will continue at Frontenac Point, and Camp Barton will continue its century long
service to the outdoor youth education community.

If we are going to continue to uphold our association’s vision and purpose to forever preserve Camp
Barton and its service to outdoor youth education by way of its alumni and supporters; if we are going to
support Camp Barton through resource management, community outreach, and charitable contributions;
if we are going to enhance the camping experience and broaden educational programs to further promote
the ideals of Scouting, we must be ever vigilant in our efforts. So, | now ask, of all of s, that we rededicate
ourselves to this very important cause.

Please continue to, and step forth to, participate in the CBSAA as often as possible. We continue to
need your time and talents, no matter how little, or what they may be. Please continue and decide to help
the CBSAA protect and preserve Camp Barton. Do 5o by volunteering as part of the Badges at Barton Staff
in years to come, by aiding the facilities, grounds, and conservation through the CBSAA Service Corps, by
way of a CBSAA operational committee, through involvement with Baden-Powell Council sponsored
activities at camp, and last but not least, by way of financial support. No contribution is too small.

Please also note that fulfillment of our association’s vision and purpose cannot be limited to the
summer programming at camp. We must support and participate in Camp Barton throughout the entirety
of each year. We need our membership, and those we recruit to be a constant presence at camp helping
with programs and camp upkeep. We urge you to reach out to a few of the staff members you worked
with, to the Scoutmasters who brought you to camp in the first place, and encourage them to get involved.
Our strength is our membership.

Soon, our /s (Finance, Cor Reunion, and Program) will resume
their regular meetings as our Executive Board will continue its regular convening as a means to keep our
efforts transparent and in sync. Each of our chairman have been tasked to a) grow their committee, and
b) exceed their outcomes from our previous term. Our Program Committee will, as it has done in seasons
1 and 2 of Badges at Barton, lead the efforts in its review, planning, and development. With these efforts
it must be known that we value each of you and your opinions. We encourage you to participate on a
committee of your strengths and interests. If this level of involvement is not possible, if nothing more,
please communicate with us your ideas.

In conclusion, the State of the Camp Barton Staff Alumni Association is GREAT!

Together, in the 102" year of Camp Barton, we will accomplish amazing things and influence, in a
positive way, countless numbers of young men and women.

May the Great Scoutmaster of all Scouts be with us until we meet again.

Yours in Scouting,

Moy, —

Scott D. Stolte
Camp Barton Staff Alumni Association President
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